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Background

The Second Vatican Council (196%) is widely
regarded as the most significant event for the @th
Church since the Reformation in the™éentury. Pope
John XXIII called the Second Vatican Council to afe
the Church and restore the unity of all Christig®sme

in the Church were fearful of possible changes,that
majority of Catholics welcomed the opportunity of
change; the opportunity to take down barriers and
grapple with the challenges facing the world. Hapel
joy, not fear and alarm, characterised the disonssand
outcomes of the Council.

Although the announcement of the Council was some-
thing of a surprise the teaching of the Council was
informed by the liturgical, biblical and ecumenical
movements which date back to the lat& 8 early 26
centuries. There was also a rising theological muare
within Catholicism which drew upon scripture anc th
writings of the Church Fathers composed in aboat th
first 600 years of the Church’s life. This was ayws
recovering the sources of the Church’s Traditiothaut

the accretion of subsequent teaching, sometimes d's
torted due to historical circumstances no longedieg-

ble.

As the Council proceeded it gained more confiddnge
firstly, rejecting the initial texts drawn up byettvatican
bureaucracy (Curia), which maintained the status, qu
and then generating and refining documents which
breathed new life into the Church and brought eestf-

ing hope to both Catholics and other Christians.

Often considered a pastoral Council, it was notdeom

natory nor juridical but was positive and concoigt

especially to other Christian traditions and othelig-

ions. In this aspect it was ground-breaking andnefe
up possibilities for dialogue and future peace leev
Christian traditions and world religions.

The Council also shifted thinking of the Catholaitlh
from a church-centred focus to one that is Chrstted
within the context of the Trinity, thereby recowegia
sense of the boundless presence of the Holy Spirit.

Inside The Church

Revelation and the Bible

Revelation is the self-communication of God through
deeds and words rather than ideas about God. Cimrist
whom the whole revelation of God is summed up, en-
trusted the apostles with his gospel. There is aso
growth and insight into the words and realitiesnbei
passed on as a result of lived experience. All #xs
pressed a dynamic living faith not a static fossili
deposit. The Bible is part of the living Traditiarf the
Church

The Bible, formed by God acting in and through homa
authors under the inspiration of the Holy Spirantains
truth necessary for our salvation. Modern methofls o
scholarly interpretation of the Bible were endorsed
Strong encouragement was given for the Bible tonger
ate more deeply across the whole life of the Chtinelm
had hitherto been the case.

Under standing of the Church

A number of images can be used to reflect an under-
standing of Church. The predominant image advabged
the Council was People of God having an inclusive
character based on baptism with the sense of all th
faithful guaranteeing infallibility of the Churcitollegi-

ality of the bishops with the Pope in governing the
universal Church was firmly endorsed. The laity dvav
rights and responsibilities in order to contribtitethe

life and well-being of the Church.

Liturgy

Reform of the liturgy was to enable full, activegne
scious participation of all the laity in its celabon. This
reflected the understanding of the Church as al th
baptised. The Council proposed a noble simplicity
whereby the rites are short, clear, free from ssele
repetition and within people’s powers of compreli@ms
without need for much, if any, explanation. The aic
rist is the source and summit from which the lifettee
Church flows.

Church’s External Relations

Other Christians

The Council saw the Church of Christ subsistinghie
Catholic Church, but many elements of sanctificatio
and truth are found outside its visible boundardkthis
impelled a move towards unity. All those baptised i
Christ, but outside the Catholic Church, are cagrgd in
real but imperfect communion with the Catholic Gitur

The Council encouraged Catholics to play a fullt par
the work for Christian unity both in prayer , theuk of
ecumenism, and action. Recognising that there we
faults on both sides it called for an inner coniers
Catholics are to study, know and value the richesther
Christian traditions.

Other Rdigions

The Council originated a positive outlook towardses
religions by explaining that the Catholic Churclects
nothing of what is true and holy in other religiots-
deed, they often reflect a ray of truth which entiens
all. There is a special relationship between Judasd
Christianity and the Council rejected all forms aofti-
Semitism and blame on the Jews for Christ’s death.

Religious Liberty

The Council spelt out that all have a right to gielus
freedom and to be free from coercion. All are fieeeek
the truth in religious matters appropriate to thaiman
dignity. No one can be forced to act against tkein-
science.

Church and the World

The Council presented a positive relationship betwe
Church and world, recognising what is good and true
the world. It stressed co-operation between ther€hu
and worldly institutions, to be helped and promobsd
the Church, as it addressed itself to all peoplgaid
will.



